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Palm Sunday – 5th April 2009

www.stlukesalford.org.uk                                       Ph: 0161 736 2696

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF OUR LORD

THEME OF THE WEEK: Today the drama of HOLY WEEK begins. THE JOY OF PALM SUNDAY, the SORROW OF GOOD FRIDAY and THE GLORY OF EASTER.

TIMES OF SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK

     Monday:                   Holy Mass at 9am

     Tuesday:                   Holy Mass at 9am. Requiem Mass for John Tucker 10am.
     Wednesday:              Requiem Mass for Mary Rowan at the Cathedral 12.10pm. 

                                        Service of reconciliation at 7pm followed by Holy Mass at 7.30pm 
     Maundy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 8.pm. Watching before the Blessed Sacrament until midnight

     Good Friday:           (A day of Fast and Abstinence) Stations of the Cross – 11am     The Lord’s Passion – 3pm.

     Easter Saturday:      No morning Mass, Easter Vigil – 6.30pm.

     Easter Sunday:         Mass at 9.15am and 11am.

     Confessions:             Good Friday – 11.30am to 12.30pm and Saturday – 11.30am to 12 noon.

MASSES RECEIVED: Mary Rowan, John Tucker, Kathleen Pepper, Theresa McElroy and Bridget Malone (lately dead) Martin Murray and Ellen Doona (anniversaries) Sarah Devine (poorly) Joan Carroll (birthday memories) Gerard Gaughran, Richard Burke, The Holy Souls, Ray Bell, Barbara’s Intention, Maura Grimshaw, Edward Loughran, Carroll Family and Loughran Family.

WELCOME into the family of St. Luke Sean James Tohill, Ruby Louise Blake and Cory James Ward. Congratulations Mums and Dads. 

WELCOME into the family of St. Luke 3 fantastic ladies – Claire, Moira and Claire. Congratulations! Thank you again Eunice and Jean.

SCHOOL CHILDREN’S EASTER CELEBRATION  Tuesday 1.45pm ALL ARE WELCOME 

CONGRATULATIONS to Lauren Shields and John Flynn who were married yesterday.                                                      

UCM meeting Wednesday 8th April in the Parish Centre after 7.30pm Mass.

NEXT WEEK’S BULLETIN: Please contact Trish (793 4901) or Fr. John.

PALM (PASSION SUNDAY

Holy Week, the most solemn and the most sacred week in the year, begins today with the triumphant entry of Jesus into 

Jerusalem. It is a day of glory AND impending tragedy. The enthusiastic crowd, gathered in the City for the feast of  

Tabernacles, was in a joyous mood as the people spread their cloaks on the road, waved their palm branches in the air and

hailed Jesus as their King. “Hosanna to the Son of David”. But how fickle they were! Jesus knows only too well that very

soon those palm branches will take the shape of a cross and the hosannas will become the jeers of a treacherous mob

calling for his death, “Crucify him”. 

Yes, our God crucified as a criminal on a cross. Betrayed, denied and taken as a prisoner he is mocked, blindfolded,

beaten and spat upon – while a convicted murderer is set free! Crucified between two thieves with only his mother and a

few faithful disciples at his side. It was not just the physical cruelty of the crucifixion that was terrifying but the terror and

mental agony that caused sweats of blood before the nails were driven into his body on the cross. Loneliness and isolation

when deserted and abandoned by his friends – and perhaps his Father. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

Surely the fact that God thought we were worth all the pain and suffering should make us stand in awe and wonder AND

LOVE. Yes, he was led like a sheep to the slaughter. “Father, how wonderful your care for us! How boundless your 

merciful love! To ransom a slave you gave away your Son. Thank You!

GOOD FRIDAY 

“They led Him away to crucify Him” Does God know? Does God Care? Does God Just Look On?
In the ancient world in which Jesus lived, there was no worse death than by crucifixion. No penalty, no legal sentence

was more feared or despised. It was reserved for people who were regarded as a danger to society and to their fellow

men. It is ironic isn’t it that our saviour should die such a death? And yet in the eyes of many he was a very dangerous

person.

He spoke too much. He fought too much. In the eyes of his contemporaries he was neither sensible not discreet. Here was

a person who would stretch out his hands to lepers. He could accept the outcasts of society and treat them as his brothers

and sisters. He was never afraid to speak to anyone, even the most unacceptable. He ate with notorious sinners. He told

the Pharisees that street walkers would reach paradise before them. He got on well with the poor, the tramps, the

crippled. He showed little patience or time for those religious regulations which were strangling and suffocation real 

worship of God. He publicly reduced the laws of God’s people to one simple commandment – to love, as he has loved.

Yes, the cross is a symbol of Our Lord’s love for us all. And if we follow Jesus, at times we too will be condemned like

Him. At times some will smile or laugh at us too, and at our attempts to follow Our Lord’s teaching. We mustn’t be

discouraged. After all he did it for us!

So a final thought for Holy Week – WHAT IF someone cared enough to die for you?
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