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St. Luke’s Parish Bulletin

The Parish of St. Luke is part of the Salford RC Diocese – Registered Charity No. 250037

2nd Sunday of Lent – 8th March 2009

www.stlukesalford.org.uk                                       Ph: 0161 736 2696



MASS TIMES:  As on the notice board EXCEPT MONDAY – 7pm
                                                                 Requiem Mass for John Laffan Tuesday 10am.

THEME: “THIS IS MY SON, THE BELOVED”
MASSES RECEIVED:  John Laffan & Mr. Quail (lately dead) Patrick Dolan, Patrick Hyland snr. Patrick Hyland jnr., Hugh McNally, Mary McAleer, Rose McAleer (anniversaries) James & Ellen Sheeran, Foley Family, Special Intentions. CONGRATULATIONS WINIFRED & JIM THORPE on their GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY

CAFOD: Second Collection at all Masses today in aid of CAFOD

CATENIAN CHARITY EVENING in aid of the Catholic Childrens’ Rescue Society, Saturday 21st March 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. Tickets £5 (Disco and Buffet included) Tickets on sale after 11am Mass/pay at the door or ‘phone Ron Kilburn 790 1634

UCM meeting Wednesday 11th March in the Parish Centre after 7pm Mass.

PARISH GROUP: Annual General Meeting Monday 9th March in the Parish Centre at 8pm. All welcome.

FR. JOSEPH sends his love and best wishes to Fr. John and all St. Luke’s parishioners. He thanks everyone for their prayers and continued support for his work in Ennore. Please see the ‘photos in the Narthex of the improvements to the Centre that have been made in the last 12 months – truly amazing. He also said they were very glad to have had another group from St. Luke’s visiting them.

NEXT WEEK’S BULLETIN: Please contact Trish (793 4901) or Fr. John. 

“THIS IS MY SON, THE BELOVED:LISTEN TO HIM”

Today’s gospel, the TRANSFIGURATION, was a spectacular and unforgettable demonstration of the power of Our Lord and a proof of his claim that he was the Son of God. Soon the Apostles would be confronted with despair, desolation and the apparent hopelessness of Calvary. As we know they were devastated by his apparent failure and death and deserted them. They needed to be reassured that he was indeed the promised Messiah. 

St. Mark’s Gospel concentrates on the humanity of Our Lord. It is so easy to forget that he was human like us. He was to experience the terrible fear, the anguish, the loneliness and the isolation of a man facing death. He was to die, a distorted figure on a cross. For three hours he would writhe in agony, suffering excrutiating pain. In the face of this inner fear we too need reassurance that this was God’s plan and that He was indeed the chosen one, His Son, His BELOVED
Experience teaches us that nothing worthwhile in life is ever simple or straight-forward. The message of the transfiguration is that there is a connection between suffering and death and the resurrection and glory. When things are difficult and the haul is very long it is good to remember that there is no short cut to glory. Real happiness and peace of mind only come after Calvary because the cross and suffering are inescapable.

JESUS THE FRIEND OF SINNERS

“It is not those who are well who need the doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the virtuous but sinners to repentance”

The gospels, it has been said, are not for the devout but for the desperate, Jesus was concerned for sinners. And as a sinner I am aware of my need of God and my absolute dependence on Him, Jesus came to help the lame, the broken – they are not fogotten. His compassion is even greater for them. Without the wounds and handicaps of sin we would have no need of God. We would claim independence. Jesus came to heal and make us well again, but I must first acknowledge my weakness and pain and tell Him where it hurts. Jesus, the devine Physician, came to restore us to health. We mustn’t be afraid to ask His help.

And the funnies:

( “Please remember in your prayers all who are sick of this parish”!!!

( “Mum, we had a little Indian girl at school today” “Does she speak English?” “No, but it doesn’t 

     matter because she laughs in English”

( “What is a turbine?” “Please Sir, something an Indian wears on his head”!!!!

( “Lord, if you can’t make me a better boy, don’t worry about it. I’m having a real good time like I am”!

And perhaps that’s the prayer of each one of us!!!!!!

Hope you are enjoying Lent!                         Fr. John
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