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St. Luke’s Parish Bulletin

The Parish of St. Luke is part of the Salford RC Diocese – Registered Charity No. 250037

4th Sunday of Easter – 29th April 2007
www.stlukesalford.org.uk                                   Ph: 0161 736 2696

MASS TIMES: As on the Notice Board. Tuesday - Feast of St. Joseph, the Worker & Friday – Feast of English Martyrs 
THEME: “I give ETERNAL LIFE to my sheep?”   
MASSES RECEIVED:
 Laura Frost, Jean Earle (lately dead), Tom Berkin, Ted & Minnie Keating, Joe O’Malley, Simon Dobson (Anniversaries), Eddie Brierley (Birthday memories), Louise Hinch & Baby Ciaran, Bill Legge, George Brindise & Ralph Brindice (Poorly), Frank Siddall,James & Ellen Sheeran, Foley Family, Barbara Keyes (successful operation), Special Intentions, Ray Bell, successful operation & Bernard Ward (Happy Birthday!).
VOCATIONS SUNDAY: 2nd collection for the Ecclesiastical Education Fund. 4 weeks for private donations!
LOURDES PILGRIMAGE (Diocesan) – 27th July – 3rd August. There are few vacancies. Please contact us.
DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE: To LADYWELL, on Saturday 19th May. Please see the Notice Board for details.
MASS FOR JUSTICE & PEACE: at St. Boniface’s, Sunday 13th May. Please see the Notice Board.
MEETING FOR KNOCK: on Monday 7th May at 7.00 pm in the Parish Room. Please be present with £95.00.
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME: Last meeting TODAY at 2.00 pm.

BULLETIN:
Please contact Tony (Ph: 794 2394) or Fr. Joseph to pass on your suggestions and news items.
Vocations Sunday                                                           (Come Follow Me…)

At the LAST SUPPER on Maundy Thursday, the last night with his disciples, Our Lord’s words are unforgettable; “you are my FRIENDS.” “You did not choose me, no, I chose you.” In his plan, his priests are indispensable, irreplaceable. Their mission is to take care of His people through the preaching of His word and the celebration of the Sacraments. 


As Archbishop Oscar Romero from El Salvador, himself assassinated as he presided at Mass, preached at the funeral of one of his murdered priests – “It is as if a community were beheaded when it has no priest to celebrate Mass.” When he first called his disciples, Our Lord did not pin a notice to a tree and ask for volunteers. No, he called each one by their name. And sadly, even one of the twelve let him down. Today the shocks and scandals and tragedies involving a very small number of clergy have painfully reminded us that priests are not from anther planet, that they are mere mortals, ordinary men called to an extraordinary vocation. They have mums and dads, brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles, nieces and nephews, sharing the same joys and sorrows, successes and failures, graces and sins, as everyone else. It is then disheartening to learn that some parents are reluctant to promote any idea of vocation. Happily, as the late cardinal Basil Hume once declared, “In these islands, there still exists nearly everywhere a close relationship of trust and affection between priests and people. LONG MAY IT CONTINUE!

Vocations Sunday Continued…
When Jesus had finished his work on earth, it is said, and had returned to heaven, the angel Gabriel met him. “Lord”, said Gabriel, “is it permitted to ask what plans you have made for carrying on your work on earth?” “I have chosen 12 men, and some women”, said Jesus, “they will pass my message on till it reaches the whole world.” “But”, said the angel, “supposing these few people fail you – what other plans have you made?” Jesus smiled, “I have no other plans” he said. “I am counting on them.”
A Priest’s Dilemma (He’s always in the wrong!)

If his homily is a few minutes longer than usual, “He sends us to sleep”!

If it’s short, “He didn’t prepare it!”

If he raises his voice, “He is shouting!”

If he speaks normally, “You can’t hear a thing!”

If he starts Mass on time, “His watch must be fast!”

If he starts late, “He holds everyone up!”

If he celebrates the liturgy in a quiet voice, “He’s a bore!”

If he puts feeling into it “He’s an actor!”

If he is out visiting, “He’s never at home!”

If he is in the presbytery, “He never visits his people!”

If he decorates the church, “He’s wasting money!”

If he doesn’t, “He’s letting it run down!”

If he occasionally mentions Man UTD, “He’s always talking soccer!”

If he is young, “He lacks experience!” (Fr. Joseph…)

If he is old, “He ought to retire!” (Fr. John…)

And if he dies? Well of course, “NO ONE COULD EVER TAKE HIS PLACE”!!!!
AND TO END – FOOD FOR THOUGHT
· What is the most important quality of a successful parish priest? THE SKIN OF A RHINOCEROS!!!
· You can please some of the people all the time; all the people some of the time; but not all the people all the time. In fact, you can’t please some of the people at any time!!!!! 
We’d better go now!!!!
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