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 4thSunday of Advent – 24th December 2006
www.stlukesalford.org.uk                                   Ph: 0161 736 2696

MASS TIMES: CHRISTMAS EVE: 6.00pm and 9.00 pm. CHRISTMAS MORNING: 9.15am and 11.00 am.

 BOXING DAY (St. Stephen) – 12 Noon. REST OF THE WEEK THE USUAL TIMES.
THEME: Rejoice and be happy for the Lord your Saviour is close at hand.
MASSES  RECEIVED:
 A RECORD NUMBER! Lists at the back of the church. 
CAROL SERVICE:  last Sunday was a credit to the parish. Thank you Barbara Brierley for a wonderful evening.
FR. JOSEPH’S   Gypsy mother’s and children project. A thousand thanks from the U.C.M for your marvellous support. The final amount was £1000.00. Amazing!
HOLY INNOCENTS:  DAY Service to remember the victims of abortion on Thursday next at 3.00 pm at St. Peter’s, Chorley Road, Swinton.
2nd COLLECTION ON CHRISTMAS DAY:  is for our 5 charities: The Children’s Hospice: The Street Children of Brazil.: Cornerstone Soup Kitchen: the Poor Clares & the S.V.P. Thank you!
LEUKAEMIA RESEARCH CONCERT:  “Big thanks to all those who bought tickets. We achieved £525.00, which we presented to Leukaemia Research on 2nd December at Manchester Cathedral.” (David McLean)
BULLETIN:
Please contact Tony (Ph: 794 2394) or Fr. Joseph to pass on your suggestions and news items.
GOD HIMSELF HAS COME TO REDEEM US
This is the great truth that we look forward to and celebrate, God has come to us; He could have come in splendour and majesty, but he chose instead to share our humanity, to come as a tiny baby, vulnerable and poor. He came to show us what He is like; to show us His love, His compassion, His tender mercy. Despite his greatness, there is no aspect of the human condition that He has not identified with. He is present with us, always involved in His creation. Like us He became weak, vulnerable and fragile – both in the stable and on the cross. Yes He loved us in our weakness, our vulnerability and our fragility and still does AND ALWAYS WILL.
I Could Never Be Afraid Of A God Who Made Himself So Small For Love of Me (St. Theresa)

The Words of the Carol Express it All

Sacred infant all Divine

What a tender love was thine

Thus to come from highest bliss

Down to such a world as this

He leaves all his glory behind

To be born and to die for mankind

With grateful beasts his cradle chooses

Thankless man his loves refuses

Lord have pity and mercy on me

Lo, the Lamb so long expected

Comes with pardon down from Heav’n

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow

One and all to be forgiven

ON CHRISTMAS MORNING WE CELEBRATE GOD’S LOVE FOR EACH ONE OF US

A FINAL THOUGHT – Don’t be Overtaken by STRESS

Christmas often fails to live up to our dreams or expectations because when it actually arrives we have been overtaken by events, relationships, pressures & time. We are tired, grumpy and sick of the whole season. Sadly we are ‘past’ Christmas before it has arrived. So let’s not ourselves feel compelled to fulfil other people’s (chiefly commercial) ideas about what must be done at Christmas. Don’t feel that we have to entertain the World & his wife. Let’s not be press-ganged into taking on more than we can cope with. Often it all becomes a bit too much & anger is not too far away. Let’s spread the load – i.e. don’t leave it ALL TO MUM!!!

ON CHRISTMAS MORNING WE CELEBRATE GOD’S LOVE FOR EACH ONE OF US

And the Funnies – CHILDREN’S Gems
· “Dear God, did you think that Christmas could turn out like this when you started it?” Love, Wendy (aged 7). 

· “Dear God, last year I asked for a barking dog and a robot. This year please could I have the batteries?” Love, Philip (aged 6).
· “Dear God, last year I asked for a baby sister. This year would you please take her back?” Thanks, John (age 6).
· Dear God, Are you in charge of babies? I have 3 sisters but would like to order a brother for Christmas. I hope this special order is OK. Stuart (aged 8).
· Dear God, My dad says you must have a great sense of humour. That’s why you made Grandma.” (NOT TO MENTION FR. JOSEPH!!!) Love, Peggy (aged 8).
THANK YOU all for your KINDNESS, GENEROSITY AN SUPPORT over the last twelve months. May we wish all the Blessings of this WONDERFUL SEASON! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYBODY!!!!                                                      Fr. John & Fr. Joseph
ALL POWERFUL FATHER, we await the healing power of Jesus your Son. 
Let us not be discouraged by our weakness. Help us to give your love to all we meet.[image: image1.png]
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