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St. Luke’s Parish Bulletin

The Parish of St. Luke is part of the Salford RC Diocese – Registered Charity No. 250037

 
16th Sunday of Eastertide –23rd July 2006
www.stlukesalford.org.uk                                    Ph: 0161 736 2696

Theme:
“Jesus’ compassion for the people overcomes his own need for rest and privacy”
Mass Times: 
As on the notice board. AND Requiem Mass for Norah Tait – Tuesday 25th July at 12 noon followed by the burial at Wardley.
Masses  Received:
Nora Tait, Bridie Doolan
, Anne Day, Gary Davies
, Eugene Donovan, Mary Gill, Edward James Wood (Lately dead), Jim O’Malley, Brigid & Edward O’Malley (anniversary), Nick McWhirter, Julie Lyons (Birthday memories), Carole Appleton(Poorly), James and Ellen Sheeran, Foley Family, Special Intentions, For a Successful Operation, Happy and healthy retirement, Michael Gill (Senior), Michael Gill (Junior), Michael & Brigid Collins, John Moriarty, Eddie Walsh, John Pius & Marie Alice, Teddy Walsh and Anita Ferguson & Family.
Congratulations: 
‘Kudos’ to the Head Teacher, Teachers, Staff of our St. Luke’s School for the wonderfully organized School Leavers’ Celebration on Thursday. We thank them for their generosity and sacrifice in training our children and preparing them to go on to the next stage of their life.
Congratulations:
We have a new priest in our diocese. Fr. John Flynn was ordained a priest by Rev. Terrence Brain at the Cathedral yesterday, the 22nd July at 12 noon. We thank God for the gift of one more young priest to our Diocese. 

The Compassion of Jesus
Today’s gospel is a good one for those who read the Bible looking for loopholes. It gives us two apparently contradictory images of Jesus. First we have the image of Jesus as a man of firm, uncompromising, and even insensitive personality who turns his back on a needy and helpless crowd of people who need his help and takes off on a break once it was time for a break. Then we have the image of Jesus as a caring, empathetic and compassionate man who calls off his well-deserved rest to attend to a noisy crowd of clients who are bugging him when they should not. So, is Jesus a stern and inflexible man of principle and discipline who sticks to his program come what may or is he a considerate and receptive person disposed to change his plan according to the needs of the moment?

No, Even though Jesus has come here for a much needed retreat with his disciples, even though the people have no right to invade his privacy in this manner, still he is able to look at their weary faces, see their need, change his program, and respond to their need. Of course he is entitled to his rest, of course the people have no right to bug him in this manner. But Jesus is not interested in asserting his rights. He knows the people are bugging him out of desperation. And he sets himself to diagnose and treat the cause of such desperate behaviour.

So, Jesus’ going away to rest with his disciples was an act of compassion for his disciples, and his readiness to help the people as soon as he saw their desperate cry for help was again an act of compassion. Neither decision was motivated by self-interest. It was compassion through and through.
Thank You from Fr.Joseph:
Thank you everyone for the warm welcome you accorded me when I came back. I am very happy to be back after a break of 3 weeks. It was a pleasant shock for me to see that Fr.John welcomed me back with a big smile and a hug. Of course, he didn’t let me dwell in that trance-like mood for long. He said, “Joseph don’t be too happy about my welcome; I am just relieved that you came back. If you had failed to return how would I go for my hols tomorrow!!! 
Bulletin:
Please contact Lil (Ph: 736 2705) or Fr. Joseph to pass on your suggestions and news items.
AND A GEM TO CONCLUDE

Three buddies die in a car and go to heaven for an orientation. They are all asked, "When you are in your casket and friends and family are mourning over you, what would you like to hear them say about you?"

The first guy says, "I would like to hear them say that I was a great doctor of my time, and a great family man."

The second guy says, "I would like to hear that I was a wonderful husband and school teacher which made a huge difference in our children of tomorrow."

The last guy replies, "I would like to hear them say, ‘LOOK, HE'S MOVING!!!!!'"
This morning Fr. John sent me this message:

“Fr. Joseph, tell the parishioners that I am having wonderful time here, mainly because I could get away from listening to your non-stop talking; At last some peace and quiet!!! It is very warm here and I have become so brown that now I look more like you than you look yourself!!!” 
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