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St. Luke’s Parish Bulletin

The Parish of St. Luke is part of the Salford RC Diocese – Registered Charity No. 250037

 
 Gaudete (Rejoice!) Sunday of Advent – 17tDecember 2006
www.stlukesalford.org.uk                                   Ph: 0161 736 2696

MASS TIMES: As on the Notice Board. Masses next Sunday as usual. Christmas Eve: 6.00pm and 9.00 pm. Christmas Morning: 9.15am and 11.00 am.
THEME: Shout for Joy… rejoice!… the Lord has repealed your sentence… have no fear… he will exult with joy over you… he will renew you with his LOVE.
MASSES  RECEIVED:
 Fr. Tom Murray, Hilda Thompson, Ada Brooke & Stan Owen (lately dead), Sarah Horton (Birthday Memories), Ebdokia Skouli (poorly). 

James, Ellen Keith Scott, U.C.M members, Fr. Don Dorrigan, Mary Patricia Kirby, Deceased Warburton & O’Donnell Families, Tom Bergin, Madeline & George Meanock, Harry Woollacott, Mary & Walter John Wilmington, Marmaduke, Ellen & Muriel Lord, Clare & Walter Smith, Special Intentions, James & Ellen Sheeran, Foley Family, Mary & Margaret Regan, Joseph & Breda Grogan and Tommie & Kitty Flynn.

CAROL SERVICE:  this evening at 6.00pm with the ECCLES BRASS BAND. Coffee and mince pies in the centre ‘on the house’. All are welcome.
SENIOR PARISHIONERS’ CHRISTMAS PARTY:  Thank you ALL who made the party such an enjoyable one. Thank you Maureen & all your wonderful helpers! 

U.C.M: Meeting with Christmas Afternoon Tea at 2.00 pm in the centre.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: This year 56,000 boxes were sent from the Manchester warehouse. Thank you again for your generous support. Well done Terrie Lyons!

THE CONCERT IN AID OF FRANCIS HOUSE: raised £1600 on the night – MARVELLOUS! Well done Peggy!  

OUR CHRISTMAS CARD: is available to-day. It is both a ‘THANK YOU’ from both of us and also a special memento of Fr. Joseph’s stay at St. Luke’s. It really is beautiful! (would like to say it is as good looking as Fr. Joseph, but…!!!)

CONGRATULATIONS: To St. Luke’s INFANTS. Their Nativity Play was FANTASTIC!

MRS. PAULINE KERRANE’S: Special Mass in THANKSGIVING for 36 years of devotion & dedication to St. Luke’s is the 7.00 pm Mass on 20th, Wednesday. All are welcome.

Our Service of Reconciliation will follow Pauline’s Mass at 8.00 pm on Wednesday, 20th December. 
BULLETIN:
Please contact Dennis (Ph: 789 4462) or Fr. Joseph to pass on your suggestions and news items.
Mary’s Dream ( Fr. John’s Favourite)
I had a dream, Joseph, I don’t understand it, not really, but I think it was about a birthday celebration for our son. I think that was what it was all about. The people had been preparing for it for about six weeks. They had decorated the house and bought new clothes. They’d gone shopping many times and bought elaborate gifts. It was peculiar though, because the presents weren’t for our Son. They wrapped them in beautiful paper and tied them with lovely bows and stacked them under a tree. Yes, a tree, Joseph, right in the house! They’d decorated the tree also. The branches were full of bright balls and sparkling ornaments. There was a figure on the top of the tree. It looked like how an angel might look. Oh, it was beautiful. Everyone was laughing and happy. They were all excited about the gifts. They gave the gifts to each other, Joseph, not to our Son, I don’t think they even knew Him. They never mentioned his name. Doesn’t it seem odd for people to go to all that trouble to celebrate someone’s birthday if they don’t know him? I had the strangest feeling that if our Son had gone to this celebration, He would have been intruding. Everything was so beautiful, Joseph and everyone so full of cheer, but it made me want to cry. How sad for Jesus – not to be wanted at His own birthday celebration. I’m glad it was only a dream. How terrible, Joseph, if it had been real. If our Son had gone to this celebration…
And to End with some Gems from the Children
· “Christmas is like a big surprise party that God gave the world!” (Harry 9)
· Everything sparkles at Christmas, especially the people.” (Maureen 8)
· “Christmas shows that you can be a happy family, even if you live in a manger.” (Liam 10)
· “I wish people could be nice all year long and not just at Christmas.” (Nicola 8)
And so say all of us…[image: image1.png]
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Fr. John & Fr. Joseph





Happiness


“I want you to be happy, always happy” 


(St. Paul to the Phillippians)


“Happiness is a wondrous commodity, the more you give, the more you have.”


“Happiness, happiness, the greatest gift I possess. I thank the Lord that I possess the greatest gift of happiness.”


(Ken Dodd)





An Advent Prayer


“All Powerful Father, we await the healing power of Jesus, your Son. Let us not be discouraged by our weakness as we prepare for His coming on Christmas Day”








