[image: image1.jpg]


St. Luke’s Parish Bulletin

The Parish of St. Luke is part of the Salford RC Diocese – Registered Charity No. 250037

 24th Sunday of the Year - 16 September 2007
 www.stlukesalford.org.uk                                        Ph: 0161 736 2696
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Mass Times:
 As on the Notice Board..  

Theme:  
OUR FATHER ALWAYS welcomes us HOME. God's endless love and forgiveness.
Masses Received: 
Michael McGilvray, Terry McKean & Michael Butterworth (Lately Dead). Joseph Dempsey, Paul Appleton, rank Brides, Maurice Corridan (Anniversaries). Bill Legge (Special Intention). Eddie Foley & Celia Dolan (Get Well). Special Intentions, James & Ellen Sheeran, Foley Family. Successful operation. John Duffy
MULTICULTURAL MASS: Today 2-00 p.m. at the Cathedral.

SLIDE: 

Meeting of all SLIDE members will take place on Wednesday, 26 September, at 7-00 p.m. In the Parish Centre to discuss how the association is to go forward. Membership now stands at 150! New members are welcome. Forms available at back of Church.

U.C.M. The meeting for Thursday, 20 September is now CANCELLED.

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM: Annual Mass at the Cathedral Monday, 24 September at 7-00 p.m.

CATHOLIC LIFE: Ten years since Mother Teresa died. BRILLIANT!

LORETO COLLEGE: Open Days - Saturday 6 October AND Sunday 14 October - Please see Notice Board.

CHILDREN'S HOSPICE: Awareness Week - Butterflies available today - £1 each?

YOUNG SALFORD CHARTER PLAYERS DANCE & DRAMA CLASSES are continuing on Fridays from 4-00 p.m. New members are most welcome as we are hoping to produce a Christmas musical - Boys would be especially welcome! Cost for one 
hour session of Dance is £4 - one hour session of Drama £5.

ITEMS FOR NEXT WEEK'S BULLETIN - Please ring Dennis 789 4462, or Fr John with any items for next week's Bulletin.


"Here is a saying that you can rely on.....that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners" (2nd Reading)
 


And the truth of that saying is wonderfully illustrated in today's Gospel. Having been criticised for welcoming sinners and eating with them, Jesus replies with three little stories. Each concerns finding a lost object or person - a sheep, a coin, a son; and after each finding there's a great rejoicing. But let's keep our sight on the finder - the shepherd, the housewife, the father - for they represent God himself.
 In longing to bring sinners back, God is like a crazy shepherd who leaves 99 of his flock to their own devices so that he can search for the one who has gone astray. Again, God is like a housewife who turns her home upside down in order to find the single coin she's lost, Above all, God is like the father of the lad who treated his old father abominably and then, when he was reduced to penury, decided to return to his father. And what happens? The father, with no thought to his own dignity, rushes out to meet the 
wayward lad, clasps him to his heart, carefully drapes round his shoulders a splendid robe, places on his finger a sparkling ring - imagine the gasps of amazement all this must have caused in the district - and finally announces that the calf has been fattened and is set for a party. And that, says Jesus, how God treats the returning sinner.

 NO WONDER WE'RE TOLD THAT THERE IS REJOICING IN HEAVEN OVER ONE REPENTANT SINNER.
  
PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS
 Jesus, whereas I daily fall, and am ready to sin, grant me grace as often as I shall fall, to rise again; let me never presume, but always most meekly and humbly acknowledge my wretchedness and frailty, and repent with a firm purpose to amend; let me not despair because of my great frailty, but trust your loving mercy and readiness to forgive.
  
GEMS OF WISDOM

 "His father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him tenderly" (L.k. 15.20)
 Someone once asked Charles Dickens what was the best short story in the English language, his reply was :- "The Prodigal Son". 

"Pardon, not wrath, is God's best attribute" 

"To err is human, to forgive divine".

"Forgiveness is man's deepest need and highest achievement". 

"The noblest vengeance is to forgive", (English Proverb).
 
 AND THE FUNNIES: 

The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes all meals.
 Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you want remembered.
 The low self-esteem support group will meet on Thursday. Please use the back door.
 Open 7 days a week and week-ends (sign in Chinese restaurant).
 What is your date of birth? July 15th. What year? Every year.
  
AND THERE'S MORE TO COME!!!
  
AND BELIEVE IT OR NOT - MONDAY, 17TH OF SEPTEMBER IS 16 YEARS!!! 

FR JOHN
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