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Doubting Thomas – Patron Saint of Doubters
MASS TIMES: As on the Notice Board. And Monday 10 am - Requiem mass for Patricia Smith & Wednesday 10 am – Requiem mass for Frederick Foulds. 
THEME: “The risen Christ brings forgiveness, Joy and Hope.”   
MASSES  RECEIVED:
 Pat Smith, Fred Foulds, Jim McGarry, Bobby Cartwright & Pat Cooper (lately dead), Josephine Warburton, Frank Siddall, Billy & Nora Hulmes, Pat Appleton & Marie Causer (Anniversaries), Josie Turner (Birthday memories), Bill Legge, Bernard Ward & Elizabeth White (Poorly), 
Jacob Jonathan Yousif (newly born), Yaqub Yousif, Abduljabbar Tokatly, Joan Edwards & Family, Anne & Vincent Smith & Family, Frank Johnston, Get well, Kitty Basha, Margaret & John Grogan, The Cartwright Family, Mary Cartwright, Marin Murray, Joe Causer, James & Ellen Sheeran, Foley Family, Special Intentions & Rose Mary (Happy Birthday!) 
TODAY: Is the 15th anniversary of Fr. Brown.
U.C.M.: Two meetings this week – 18th Wednesday after 7 pm mass in the centre & 19th Thursday at 2 pm in the Parish Room. Deposits required for the Retreat £10 and the Diocesan Day Out £8. Thank You!
MULTICULTURAL DAY: Flags and Information about different countries are on the Notice Board. Congrats young Ben Flanagan for your enthusiastic contribution. More ideas to enhance it are welcome! 
REPOSITORY: Shelagh Riley informs us that we now have wonderful gift items for Confirmation and First Communion. You are welcome to visit the Repository and make full use of our religious articles services. 
BULLETIN:
Please contact Dennis (Ph: 789 4462) or Fr. Joseph to pass on your suggestions and news items.
Doubting Thomas

In an age when faith is becoming more difficult and mystery is on the way out, the Church puts before us the deeply moving encounter between Jesus and Thomas, the doubting disciple. We make a big mistake if we dismiss Thomas as a man of little faith. Who could really blame him for not accepting the disciples’ story about the risen Christ without a single shred of evidence? After what happed on Good Friday, it was asking too much of his type of personality. Thomas has seen the Lord, whom he loved deeply, die the death of a criminal, crucified between two thieves and a few hours earlier he had witnessed Peter promise fidelity to Jesus and then deny him three times.


The episode paints in dramatic fashion, the journey of many people from a position of total disbelief to one of absolute faith. Having doubts in our search for truth is nothing to be ashamed of and can actually turn out to be a growing point in the life of faith. Thomas was doubtful about the key issues whether Jesus had risen from the dead and was actually alive. Therein lies the heart of our whole believing, Thomas with his intelligent questioning and his need for satisfactory answers is a good type of person to have in any community, and acts as a defence against the excesses of pious belief. In many ways, he echoes moments of uncertainty, when we question the religious values                        handed down to us.

Good News of Easter!
FIRST WHISPERED in AWE, SHOUTED IN TRUIMPH, 
THE MESSAGE OF HOPE echoes down through the ages. HE IS RISEN! JESUS IS ALIVE! 
AND WE MEET THE SAME JESUS EACH SUNDAY IN HOLY COMMUNION.
Lord, by your cross & Resurrection you have set us free – Thank You!

AND A FEW (BUNNIES) FUNNIES TO END: 

· Last Sunday, during Fr. Joseph’s two long sermons, a delightful little boy turned to his father and said, “Daddy, if we give him the money now, do you thin he will let us go home now?”

· And perhaps it was his brother who, looking at the red sanctuary lamp during yet another long Fr. Joseph’s sermons said, “Mum, when the light changes to green can we go?”!!! 

ALMOST FINALLY: 

· “I am a believer in yet another TREBLE!!!

· “I thank God that I’m an atheist!”

· “Everyone has a God given right to be an atheist”!!!
AND FINALLY TO END: “An atheist is a bloke who watches Man Utd. Versus Watford in the semi-final and doesn’t care who wins!!!

P.S. “Skool” re-opens tomorrow, Monday! Mums please don’t forget![image: image1.png]
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