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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 13th January 2008
www.stlukesalford.org.uk                                       Ph: 0161 736 2696

MASS TIMES: As on the notice board. 
THEME: Jesus associates with sinners – YOU AND ME! 
MASSES RECEIVED:  Roy Greenhalgh and Michael Delaney (lately dead) Mary Stubbs, Keith Scott and George Sexton (anniversaries) Joe Holmes, George Swindells and Richard Burke (birthday memories) James & Ellen Scott, Successful Operation, Shaun Brannan, James & Ellen Sheeran, Foley Family, Special Intentions, Bill Brooke (Happy 80th Birthday)

OCTIVE OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY begins next Thursday 18th until 25th – the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul.

SLIDE CHARITY NIGHT; Saturday 9th February a Charity Evening in aid of Slide in the Parish Centre presented by Prestwich Theatre Group. Tickets available after all Masses. £5 and concessions £3
BULLETIN: Please contact Trisha (793 4901) or Fr. John to pass on your suggestions and news items for next week.

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

“This is my Son, the Beloved, my favour rests on Him” Today our saviour begins his public life in an incredible scene. He joins the queue of sinners who flock to the banks of the river Jordon to be baptised by John. What incredible humility! The ‘Sinless One’ chose to put Himself on the side of the sinners and to take the burden of THEIR sins. From the outset He has come to restore our privilege and dignity as true sons and daughters of God. So now ‘YOU are my son, my daughter, my beloved and my favour rests on you’ These words God the Father uttered at the baptism of each one of us! And, like Our Lord, we too have a special mission. To quote to-days reading “He went about doing good.” As followers of Our Lord YOU and I have to do the same. Yes You are my son and daughter and favour rests with you!
And now the funnies
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· Priest: “Well John, have you got everything prepared for the Christening?”

             Baby’s Father: “Yes, Father, we’re having a turkey and ham buffet.”

             Priest: “No, John, I meant ‘spiritually’ prepared.”

             Baby’s Father: “Oh, sorry Father, yes, I’ve got two barrels of Boddingtons and a crate of scotch”!!!!!

· A baby boy about to be baptised yelled and screamed. Billy, a guest at the Christening, asked the baby’s mother, “Where did you get him from?” She said he had been sent from heaven. “I’m not surprised”, said Billy, “if I was God, I’d have done the same”!!!!!!

· A very nervous young Priest was ‘doing’ his first baptism. Poor baby fell into the font. The young Priest rolled up his sleeves, dipped his hands into the font, smiled and said reassuringly to the baptismal party, “Don’t worry, he’s in here somewhere”!!!!!!!

· Priest to the baptismal party “Just think, one day this child might become a great footballer, a great rugby player, a headmaster, yes even Prime Minister. By the way, what is the child’s name?” “Please Father, Mary Jane”!!!!

13th January 1935 (An Historical Day)

‘The thoughtful meandering of our very wise and young Parish Priest’

“Fr.John, I don’t know how old you are but you certainly don’t look it” Thank you!

“Have you lived all you life in Manchester & Salford?” NOT YET!!

“How old are you?” “50!” “Well, well, time now marches backwards”!

“You’ve forgotten my birthday again” “Sorry, but how can you expect me to remember your birthday when you never look a day older” Thank you again!

“One of the hardest decisions in my life is when to start middle age”!!

“The great comfort of turning 50 is the realisation that you are now too old to die young”!

“How old are you really, Fr. John?” “I’VE JUST TURNED 37”!!!!!!!

And a real gem to end: “With your energy, life and spirit you make age jealous, time furious and all of us envious”

AND THE SIXTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLAR QUESTION – HOW OLD IS HE REALLY?!!!!!

                                                                                                                             I’ll go now!

                                                                                                                                                   Fr. John
HAPPY ???? BIRTHDAY FR. JOHN!!!  FOR HE’S A JOLLY GOOD FELLOW  AND SO SAY ALL OF US!!
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