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  St Luke’s Parish Bulletin
    

                      
        The Parish of St. Luke is part of the Salford RC Diocese – Registered Charity No. 250037

                    The Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord – 16th May 2010

                      www.stlukesalford.org.uk                                     Ph: 0161 736 2696

Confirmation Sunday

Confirmation today at 2.00pm – with MASS

Congratulations to ALL our girls and boys! Thank you leaders and catechists, young and old! And yet again a special “thank you” to Kevin Lyons” for his dedication and hard work. Planning and preparation is a mammoth task and we are deeply grateful. Thank you again Kevin, you really are indispensable.

Mass Times:
As on the notice board. On Monday 11.00am there will be a Requiem for Dr John Phillips.

Theme:
“Mission Accomplished.”
Masses Received:  
Dr John Phillips, Kevan Donnelly & Francis Dean (lately dead) Nick McWhirter & Bridget Burchell (anniversaries) Mary Stubbs (birthday memories) Martin Boles (speedy recovery) Peter & Mary Osborne 40th wedding anniversary, Elizabeth Murphy, Pat Mallon, Richard Burke, Taylor and Spencer families.

SLIDE:
Subscriptions (£12) for 2010 are now due. Envelopes have been provided and are available in the Narthex. These can be put into any collection at any Mass or returned to the Presbytery. Thank you
Golden Jubilee Dinner Dance: Buile Hill Park Hall, Saturday 12th June 2010. Tickets £29 each available after each mass. Contact Steve Harper (793 4901), Jim Roddy (211 9772) or Dennis Miles (789 4462). It is essential that anyone wishing to attend has either bought or reserved their ticket before 4 June, when numbers have to be submitted to Buile Hill 

Parish Centre Smoking: There have been complaints of people smoking in the Parish Centre. Can I remind you that it is illegal to smoke in the Centre and is the responsibility of the leader of any group using the Centre to ensure smoking doesn’t occur. Anyone found ignoring the ban would be barred from the Centre.

Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage:
30th July. Please phone 0161 817 2209 for details.

Next Week’s Bulletin:
Please ring Stephanie 737 6419 or contact Fr. John. 

THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION
"Know that I am with you ALWAYS until the end of the world."
Saying goodbye to someone we love is never easy, especially if we are not going to see them for a long time. Today, the Apostles are bewildered. They have been with Jesus every day for 3 years. Just 6 weeks ago, they were heartbroken and devastated when they saw him die on the cross. They could hardly believe what happened on Easter Sunday - they never thought they would see him again. And now he is leaving them again. Jesus tries to comfort them by saying, "Don't worry, the Holy Spirit is going to come to you and through the Holy Spirit I will be with you always." It is now the Holy Spirit who will be their guide and strength.
God the Father sent his Son to give His LOVE to the world and now the Son sends the Apostles with the same task AND THEY ARE NOT ALONE. "Don't stand staring into the sky, you have a job to do." Yes, you have to give the message of hope to all the world. "You are the salt of the earth." In our present circumstances, we can be tempted to think that it is all hopeless. We have become a minority. We only too often hear bad news. We are demoralised by the present scandals. It seems so hopeless.  But we are not alone and hopeless. "I am with you ALWAYS”  St Paul tells us that we are the Body of Christ, that Jesus is the head of our parish, our diocese and the UNIVERSAL CHURCH. We cannot possibly fail. "I am with you ALWAYS”

...and on this special Feast Day, it's 2 for the price of 1

"I will not leave you orphans."
As he celebrates the Last Supper with his closest friends, Our Lord knows what is in store for them and his heart goes out to them. He must rebuild their shattered faith and give them the courage to face ferocious hostility and even death. And just as he will not leave the Apostles to struggle by themselves, he won't leave us either. No, it is not by our own strength that we live the values of the gospel. But our understanding and the practice of our belief come through the Holy Spirit.
Yes, at times we will be laughed at for our convictions, but many of our Christian brothers and sisters are not only opposed, but also persecuted. That's why the gift of the Holy Spirit was not reserved exclusively for the early Christians. The Holy Spirit is a REAL PERSON who loves, cares, strengthens and encourages us in times of trial. 

"I WILL NOT LEAVE YOU BY YOURSELVES."
And a few deep theological thoughts on which to end:

· What you are is God’s gift to you. What you become is your gift to God!

· Don’t worry about the World coming to an end today. It’s already tomorrow in Australia!

· Yesterday, was history, tomorrow is a mystery. Today is a gift from god, that’s why it’s called the PRESENT!
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If I spent as much time doing the things I worry about getting done as I do worrying about them, I wouldn’t have anything to worry about.  Sort that out!!!
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