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Palm Sunday of the Passion of Our Lord
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           Telephone 0161 736 2696

THEME OF THE WEEK: Today, the drama of HOLY WEEK begins.

THE JOY OF PALM SUNDAY; THE SORROW OF GOOD FRIDAY & THE GLORY OF EASTER


Masses Received: Paul Stringfellow, Kath Gorst, Brenda Shaw & Millie Henderson (lately dead); Fr Peter Kitchen (anniversary); 



 Ray Bell. Congratulations Lil & Joe Mather on your 59th Wedding Anniversary!

Welcome:
Into the family of St Luke’s’, Alfie & Kingsley Ormrod and Grace & Ella Sharples-Lewis. Congratulations to both



sets of Mums and Dads!

School Children:              Easter Service on Tuesday30th March 2.10pm. All are welcome!

UCM Jumble Sale:           Saturday, 17th April 2010 in the Centre.

Next week’s bulletin:
Contact Dominic on 0161 736 5652 or see Father John.

GOOD FRIDAY – ‘They led Him away to crucify Him’.

Does God know? Does God care? Does God just look on?

In the Ancient World in which Jesus lived, there was no worse death than death by crucifixion. No penalty, no legal sentence was more feared or despised. It was reserved for people who were regarded as a danger to society and to their fellow men. It is ironic isn’t it that Our Saviour should die such a death? And yet in the eyes of many He was a very dangerous person.


He spoke too much. He fought too much. In the eyes of His contemporaries He was neither sensible nor discreet. Here was a person who would stretch out His hands to lepers. He could accept outcasts of society and treat them as His brothers and sisters. He was never afraid to speak to anyone, even the most unacceptable. He ate with notorious sinners. He told the Pharisees that street walkers would reach Paradise before them. He got on well with the poor, the tramps, the crippled. He showed little patience or time for those religious regulations which were strangling and suffocating real worship of God. He publicly reduced the laws of God’s people to one simple commandment – to love, as He had loved.


Yes, the cross is a symbol of Our Lord’s love for us all. And, if we follow Jesus, at times, we too will be condemned like him. At times some will smile or laugh at us too, and at our attempts to follow Our Lord’s teaching. We mustn’t be discouraged. After all, He did it for us!


So a final thought for Holy Week – WHAT IF SOMEONE CARED ENOUGH TO DIE FOR YOU?

PS: Hope you didn’t forget to put your clocks forward last night – or you may reading this on your own![image: image2.png]












TIMES OF SERVICE FOR THE HOLY WEEK


Monday & Tuesday:		Holy Mass at 9:00am


Wednesday:			Service of Reconciliation 7pm, followed by Holy Mass, 7.30pm


Maundy Thursday:	Mass of the Lord’s Supper 8pm (watching before the Blessed Sacrament until 10pm


Good Friday:	(A day of Fast & Abstinence) - Stations of the Cross – 11am


	The Lord’s Passion 3pm


Easter Saturday:	NO MORNING MASS. Easter Vigil 6.30pm


Easter Sunday:	Mass at 9.15am & 11am


Confessions:	Good Friday – 11.30am to 12.30pm & Saturday – 11.30am – 12.30pm





PALM (PASSION) SUNDAY


Holy Week, the most solemn and the most sacred week in the year, begins today with the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. It is a day of glory AND impending tragedy! The enthusiastic crowd, gathered in the City for the Feast of Tabernacles, was in a joyous mood as the people spread their cloaks on the road, waved their palm branches in the air and hailed Jesus as their King. ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’ But how fickle they were! Jesus knows only too well that very soon those palm branches will take the form of a cross and the hosannas will become jeers of a treacherous mob calling for his death, ‘CRUCIFY HIM!’


Yes, our God crucified as a criminal on a cross. Betrayed, denied and taken as a prisoner he is mocked, blindfolded, beaten and spat upon – while a convicted murderer is set free! Crucified between two thieves with only his mother and a few faithful disciples at His side. It was not just the physical cruelty of the crucifixion that was terrifying but the terror and mental agony that caused sweats of blood before the nails were driven into His body on the cross. Loneliness and isolation when deserted and abandoned by his friends – and perhaps His Father! ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ Surely the fact that God thought we were worth all that pain and suffering should make us stand in awe and wonder and LOVE! Yes, He was led like a sheep to the slaughter. ‘Father, how wonderful Your care for us! How boundless Your merciful love! To ransom a slave You gave away Your Son. Thank You’. 








