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St. 

St Luke’s Parish Bulletin
The Parish of St. Luke is part of the Salford RC Diocese – Registered Charity No. 250037

2ND Sunday of Easter – 30th March 2008

www.stlukesalford.org.uk                                       Ph: 0161 736 2696

MASS TIMES:  
As on the notice board

THEME:
Doubting Thomas

Masses Received:
 Irene Stott, & Paul Anthony Burney (lately dead)  Theresa Patton & Martin Murray (anniversary) Fr Peter Kitchen & John Lawler (poorly) In honour of Our Lady, Ray Bell,  Bill Legge, Terry Madden, The Deceased Lyons Family, Margaret Wadsworth, John Braden, Martha Quinn, James & Ellen Sheeran, Foley Family,  Special Intentions, The Holy Souls and Pat & Peter’s 40th Wedding Anniversary-Congratulations.

Welcome:
Into the family of St Luke Cara Johill & Harry Thomas Salt. Congratulations Ceri & Seamus and Karen & Anthony.

Divine Mercy:
Celebration at St Mary’s Eccles today at 2.00pm

Czech Choir:            Will be performing at St Luke’s on St George’s Day, 23rd April. More details next week  

UCM:
Concert on Tuesday 1st April in Aid of Francis House. Transport departs St Luke’s car park at 6.30pm

Catenians Charity Event: 
Saturday 5th April in the Parish Centre in aid of Fr Joseph. Entertainment and refreshments Cost £5 tickets on sale after all Masses.

Next Week’s Bulletin:
Please ring Stephanie 737 6419 or pass to Fr John.

Doubting Thomas
In an age when faith is becoming more difficult and mystery is on the way out, the Church puts before us the deeply moving encounter between Jesus and Thomas, the doubting disciple. We make a big mistake if we dismiss Thomas as a man of little faith. Who could really blame him for not accepting the disciples’ story about the risen Christ without a single shred of evidence? After what happed on Good Friday, it was asking too much of his type of personality. Thomas has seen the Lord, whom he loved deeply, die the death of a criminal, crucified between two thieves and a few hours earlier he had witnessed Peter promise fidelity to Jesus and then deny him three times.

We can all be grateful to Thomas, for his stubborn disbelief. The only way that he will believe that Jesus is risen is to put his fingers into the wounds of Calvary. Good Friday has ended all the hopes he had pinned on Jesus. It shattered his faith to the point where he makes no attempt to hide his doubts. Thomas is a precious figure and he does us all a favour in demanding proof of the resurrection. In actual fact he is only echoing the doubts and voicing the uncertainties which darken our minds and cloud our faith from time to time, when dreams are crushed by an unexpected death, a broken relationship or some such heavy cross. The Gospel points out that faith does not always come easily. Sometimes believing is not a problem, at other times it can be a struggle against despair and a real challenge. The Apostle Thomas was no different from the rest of the group. They, too, might have doubted a story of resurrection, had they not seen the Lord with their own eyes. People who die stay dead. That is our experience. In this, Thomas was no different from ourselves. It is not an easy thing to believe in eternal life when your experience knows the finality of death. That is why Thomas’ demand is “Unless I see …” and it is a helpful demand because it helps us to believe. Thomas’ doubt is my is doubt, Thomas' demand is my demand, Thomas' struggle is my struggle. And Thomas' road to faith is my road also. ULTIMATELY IT IS ONLY OUR FAITH THAT MAKES LIFE MEANINGFUL

Good News of Easter!
FIRST WHISPERED IN AWE, SHOUTED IN TRUIMPH,

THE MESSAGE OF HOPE echoes down through the ages. HE IS RISEN! JESUS IS ALIVE!
AND WE MEET THE SAME JESUS EACH SUNDAY IN HOLY COMMUNION.

Lord, by your cross & Resurrection you have set us free - Thank You!

AND JUST A FEW CHUCKLES TO END

(
 WIFE:- 'Did you notice that terrible Easter bonnet Mrs Jones was wearing in church this morning?' HUSBAND:- I'm afraid I slept through most of Father John's sermon.' WIFE:- 'Well exactly!!! I don't know why you bother to go to church at all!!!.'
(
'I didn't sing with the choir last Sunday for the first time in six months.' 'Oh, is that what it was. I thought they'd had the organ repaired.'

(
Why do born again people often make you wish you had never been born the 1st time!!!
( 
"I thank God that I 'm an atheist!"
(
"Everyone has a God given right to be an atheist

(
If you want to make God laugh tell him your future plans!!!
AND THE LAST FROM WOODY ALLEN

If only God would give me some sign! Like making a large deposit in my name at a Swiss bank!
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SCHOOL RE-OPENS TO-MORROW

Mums please don’t forget
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