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St. Luke’s Parish Bulletin

The Parish of St. Luke is part of the Salford RC Diocese – Registered Charity No. 250037

 


Whit Sunday – Pentecost  – 4th June 2006
www.stlukesalford.org.uk                                    Ph: 0161 736 2696

Whit Sunday – Pentecost – The Birthday of the Church
Theme of the Week: 
The Power of the Holy Spirit.
Mass times:
   As on the Notice Board.
Welcome:
Into the family of St. Luke’s Oliivia Rose Burbidge and Olivia Maria Maguire. Congrats Denise and Paul & Marie and Gary!
Masses  Received: Norah Livesey & Albert (anniversaries), Peter Wilson, Jacob Luke Morris & James Wadsworth (Birthday Memories), Rev. Robert Dunlop & Kitty Basha (get well). James & Ellen Sheeran, Foley Family, Special Intentions, Pauline Rainford, Elsie Elwell, Letitia Harold, Theresa Patten (Wedding Anniversary), John Brennan, Jean Burke, Kitty Basha & Family, Deceased Roberts Family & In honour of Our Lady.

 Bulletin:
Please contact Dennis (Ph: 789 4462) or Fr. Joseph to pass on your suggestions and news items.

PENTECOST
Today is the feast of Pentecost which recalls the descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles in the form of a roaring wind and tongues of fire. The first reading describes the spectacular baffling effect produced on the disciples by the coming of the Holy Spirit. The change in the lifestyle was startling, as the Spirit urged them to be their very best selves. They threw aside caution, were no longer afraid and rushed out to begin their mission of preaching the Good News, boldly proclaiming their faith in a crucified Christ. Suddenly there was no longer uncertainty, everything fell into place and made sense. At that moment the church was born. AND WE ARE HIS WITNESSES TODAY.

We may feel the task is huge and we are small in comparison, however, we are not doing our work, but the Lord’s, and we do not rely on our own strength and abilities, but the gifts and the power of the Holy Spirit which he has given to us. AND ONCE AGAIN TODAY WE REMIND OURSELVES THAT the Church is not a clean, well lit place where everything runs smoothly and actions automatically match deals. It is, in the words of the Gospel, a field of cockle and wheat growing up together and beyond human power to separate. The enthusiast will always be running up against the rigidity of mind, narrowness of vision, stoniness of heart. No great development in the church has ever received a fair wind from the start. The lover of good order, of uniformity and discipline will always be confounded by a spirit that blows where it will by the sheer complexity of human situations and individuals, by prophets and visionaries and non conformists who cannot be regulated like alarm clocks.

Whether one aches for a church of inspired wholehearted enthusiasts or a church where everyone sings perfectly in tune, one aches in vain. It will always be untidy and riddled with contradictions. It will always have a dark side as well as a bright. Its hidden life will always be enriching and reassuring than its public demeanour. It is, after all, THE PEOPLE OF GOD. And people are imperfect and contradictory. TO KNOW IT WE HAVE ONLY TO LOOK AT OURSELVES. YES, THE CHURCH IS BOTH HUMAN AND DIVINE.

A THOUGHT! Every time we say “I believe in the Holy Spirit”, we believe that there is a living God able and willing to enter the human personality and CHANGE it.

P.S.
On this Sunday we might consider our own parish and ask to what extent the ‘fire of the Holy Spirit’ is in evidence here. Is our parish alive? Are people devoting their time, their gifts, their energies to the building up of community? Are we open to new ways of doing thisgs or firmly anchored in the past? Is our unity manifested in genuine friendliness to one another, in readiness to listen to and serve one another? Does our Parish community live in harmony?
“There is a warmth in your church that doesn’t come from the radiators” What a wonderful tribute!
And a Few Gems to End!

· I’m obsessed with the hereafter. Every time I walk into a room I have to ask myself, “what am I here after?!!!
· Age is strictly a case of mind over matter. If you don’t mind, it doesn’t matter!!!

· Doctor: “Jim, you’re in find shape for an 80 year old. But I’m not a magician – I can’t make you any younger.” Jim: “Who asked you to make me younger? Just make sure I get older”!

Happy Feast Day![image: image1.png]
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        Fr. John and Fr. Joseph














